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ENGLISH MEDIEVAL INDUSTRIES: CRAFTSMEN, TECHNIQUES,
PRODUCTS.  Edited John  Blair  and Nigel Ramsay. 1991. The Hambledon
Press, 102 Gloucester Avenue, London NW1  8HX, £45. Special price of £30 to
Members, direct from publisher.

Medieval England was an industrious country. With an overall level of
urbanisation  which at least equalled that prevailing in the early seventeenth
century, and a highly commercialised economy, a significant proportion of its
inhabitants was engaged in processing raw materials and in manufacturing items
for sale. At times  some  of those products set standards which were among the
highest in  Europe, and captured markets overseas.  Those  with money or power
were able 'to commission from English craftsmen luxury goods of the highest
quality. The availability of raw materials, transport  costs, the scale and location
of markets, and other elements of comparative advantage determined a  complex
and shifting pattern of production within Europe, with competition between
regions and centres of production. England may have been peripheral within
medieval Europe, but in terms of its products it was, at  times, far from the low-
skill, colonial economy which it is sometimes  said  to have been.

The fifteen essays in this  volume  offer the first comprehensive account of the
subject since L. F. Salzman’s classic  English Industries  of the  Middle  Ages, which
first appeared in  1913.  Since then archaeologists and historians have re-examined
the well-known pieces in collections, and  have  provided them with new contexts,
often by the effective use of documentary sources; excavations have added
enormously to the stock of  artefacts, to our evidence for industrial and craft-
working sites, and to our knowledge of the distribution of products; historians
and numismatists  have  enlarged our view of the medieval economy.
Unfortunately, the book as a whole does not provide the stimulating overview,
with pointers for future investigation and thought, which might  have  been hoped
for on this occasion. Each  essay deals with a particular material: leather, glass,
iron, textiles, wood, and so on. There are difficulties with this approach (for
example, it inhibits discussion of the nature of the demand for certain products,
and in  some  cases defines a field which is too wide and diverse for satisfactory
coverage in  a  single  essay)! but it is an acceptable  one, since it  reflects  some
aspects of craft organisation and enables the succession of manufacturing
processes to be described cqherently. Moreover, sharp observation of the
material evidence alone can in its own right  make  a fundamental contribution to
an understanding of the subject.  Some  of the  best  parts  of the book implicitly
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challenge the obfuscations of the economic historians and the preconceptions of
the social ones.

The book has two particular problems. Its intended chronological coverage
is not entirely clear. Some authors assume  that their  period begins c. 1100, while
others  also  cover earlier times, although not in much detail. The story of English
industries is a continuous one from the time of  Bede  onwards, and.it was a

mistake not deliberately to have set out to survey the Pre-Conquest period which
was one of considerable sophistication and achievement in manufactures.
Fifteenth-century specialists, however, will find a good deal of interest here,
although not in all the essays. Secondly, most of the essays appear to have been
written in 1984-5. Some of them have been updated, but not always extensively,
even in their bibliographical references. Information and ideas from some
important recent publications are  thus  not adequately incorporated in the
discussion.

The  best  essays provide excellent introductions to their. fields. The two on
pottery and tile and on leather are especially clear and to the point. The former
effectively relates its account of the products to contrasting economic
interpretations of the industry’s development in the late Middle Ages, but
regrettably does not explore that issue further.  There  is  a  stimulating, learned and
wide-ranging survey of precious metals and stones. Papers on alabaster and on
Purbeck marble raise  important  matters such as the competitiveness of English
products, mass-production, and standardization. Other topics of wide interest

which- emerge concern the common recycling of raw materials and the
importance of London as a centre for manufacturing and  a  refined division of
labour. Several essays provide efficient, if sometimes pedestrian, surveys, while
some others, unfortunately, are dull and uninformative. 0n the whole, the book
deals adequately with the techniques of production, although the descriptions of
alloyed metals could be clearer. It fails, however, to address in  a  consistent
fashion the social organisation of manufgcturing, the nature of the markets 1n

which it  operated, or changes 1n the quality of the product. Where appropriate

the authors draw craft guilds into the discussion, but often  m  a name manner
resembling that  of the traditional company history. The keenly- observed
introduction is to be exempted from that stricture, however, and provides a
valuable introduction to craftsmen and guilds. Yet while we are told of the
product which emerged from the workshop, only rarely do the essays tell us
anything of the contacts, status, and other business interests of the person who
made it or who nominally was responsible for its  manufacture.

We are at  a  time when there IS a renewed interest in the use of material
culture as a means of exploring societies, economies, and systems of belief in the
past; when both new and established techniques for examining artefacts are
producing original and unexpected insights; and when the written records are
being used in new ways to explore  those  and wider themes. The project of
integrating these approaches to medieval England and of setting the
achievements of  that society in a wider  context  is an‘ exciting and challenging one.
For completing the project this book will serve as a useful  tool, rather than as the
guide and stimulus that it might  have  been.

DEREK KEENE
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THE  KING’S MOTHER: LADY MARGARET BEAUFORT, COUNTESS  OF
RICHMOND  AND  DERBY.  Michael K. Jones and Malcolm G. Underwood.
1992.  Cambridge University Press, £35.  ISBN 0  521 34512.

The writing of medieval biography is a notoriously difficult business. Having
struggled through an intractable mass of legal, financial and administrative
records in the hope of unearthing interesting, or at least relevant, evidence, and
tried as  best he can to reconcile the plaudits and calumnies of contemporaries, the
author is still likely to find that his quarry has eluded him. For however much
they may add to our historical knowledge, and however assiduously they may
have been researched, studies of leading figures in medieval and early Tudor
England often fail to engage the reader on an immediate, human level, which is,
of course, what successful biography ought to do. The impersonal nature of so
much of the available material is clearly one reason for  this, although, as Michael
Jones and Malcolm Underwood show  here, in the right hands the minutiae of
building accounts and  estate papers can be used, like pieces in a mosaic, to create
a fascinating and intimate portrait.

Surprisingly, in  View  of her eventful career, which even by the standards of
the age proved unusually tragic and magnificent by turns, and a  posthumous
reputation almost as controversial as that of Richard 111, Margaret Beaufort has
not, until now, received the objective scholarly treatment she so evidently
deserves.  Jones and Underwood  are, indeed, the first historians to undertake a
full-length biography set firmly in the political and spiritual  context  of the period,
and based on all the available archival  sources.  To compensate for this lack of
attention in the  past, they have produced a work which stands as a model of its
kind, not only because of its immensely readable account of a remarkable
individual’s struggle and triumph against adversity, but also because of the new
and valuable insights which it sheds on fifteenth and early-sixteenth century
society.

The death of Margaret’s father, ‘a disgraced war commander and perhaps
also  a suicide’, in  1444  when she was still  a baby, set the pattern for her early life.
By the age of six she had  become a pawn in the game of dynastic politics, although
her betrothal to the Duke of Suffolk’s son proved short-lived, and it was her
second husband, the 26-year-old Edmund Tudor, who initiated her into the grim
reality of medieval marriage. Pregnant at twelve and a widow at thirteen, she gave
birth to her only child, the future Henry VII, in the  most  physically and
emotionally distressing circumstances, which clearly scarred her for life. She
found  a  degree of contentment with her third husband, Sir Henry Stafford
(d. 1471), and a useful measure of security with the fourth, Thomas, Lord Stanley
(d, 1504), but despite fifteen years of separation while he was in  exile  Henry Tudor
remained the most important influence  upon  her. The need to protect him, and if
possible  secure  his safe return to England, turned Margaret into  a  shrewd, even
cynical political operator, as she extricated herself from one tight corner after
another during the upheavals of Edward IV’s reign. Her conduct during the
rebellion of 1483 reveals a  complex, extremely subtle character, brave  enough  to
risk death (which she narrowly escaped) to  help her  son, but  also  duplicitous and
calculating in her manipulation of others. Obviously, once on the throne, Henry
did not  have  to  look  far for a staunch lieutenant and experienced guide.
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One of the most interesting aspects  of this admirable book is its lucid
description of Margaret’s political education and her subsequent role in the
establishment of the Tudor dynasty. Intelligent enough to accept a secondary
position at her  son’s  side, she none the less exercised vice-regal authority at
Court, and also played a vital part in the administration of the Midlands,
presiding personally over  a  council dedicated to the enforcement of royal
prerogative. Her close relationship with Henry was cemented still further in  1499,
when her celebrated vow of chastity enabled her to live completely apart from
Stanley and dedicate herself to royal business  (and, significantly, when she
assumed the sign manual  ‘Margaret  R’, which can hardly have  been
coincidental). Mother and son certainly shared the  same  avaricious streak;
although Margaret sometimes intervened to mitigate the more ruthless aspects of
government, one can easily see heredity at work in Henry’s preoccupation with
money. Her ‘meticulous sense of what was legally due to her’ (one of several
pleasing euphemisms which reveal the authors’ understandable admiration for  a
woman whom it is not quite possible to  like) brought  about  a  dramatic increase in
her landed income and benefited her foundations at Cambridge, but  does  not
entirely redound to her credit. For all her piety and religious zeal, she  was, for
example, quite prepared to strip one of her great-uncle’s favourite endowments
of valuable property in order to hasten the  passage  of her own soul through
purgatory. Perhaps it was a deeply troubled soul: her tears at moments of
triumph, her obsessive devotions (which caused her great pain in an arthritic old
age) and the knowledge that fortune’s wheel  might  just take another tum betoken
an understandable insecurity.

Jones and Underwood are to be congratulated on  a  compassionate and
sensitive study, which 'embraces every possible aspect of their subject’s life from
high politics to intellectual endeavour. In many respects Margaret  Beaufort  was
unique, and her position as linchpin of the Tudor regime has ensured the survival
of quantities of documentary evidence not available for her less exalted female
contemporaries. Other capable, pious and strong-minded women, such as Cecily,
Duchess of York, or Anne, Duchess of Buckingham, both of whom exercised a

profound  influence  upon Margaret in her  youth, must  inevitably remain
shadowy figures 1n comparison. But there are degrees of obscurity, and it is to be
hoped that one day these two accomplished authors will shed more light upon the
world of the English noblewoman.

CAROLE RAWCLIFFE

RICHARD III:  THE MAN  BEHIND  THE MYTH. Michael Hicks. 1991.

Collins and Brown, London, £16.  99.

Dr. Hicks has produced a curiosity. It is  a  curiosity without much comfort for
Ricardians. It is  also, as one would  expect  from Michael Hicks, full of interest.

Some  of the eighteen illustrations are particularly curious: much more guidance
is required on numbers  3  and 17, for instance, if the viewer is to  make  sense of
them, while number 16 is said (p.156) to be sixteenth century and is patently
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nineteenth. Although there is  a  selective bibliography (by chapter), the  text  is not
referenced; with so partisan an historian as Dr. Hicks this leads to greater
unfairnesses than is usually the case. For example, he regards loyalty important
in  political  life  (pp.52-3), but Ian Arthurson’s seminal (because ‘against the
grain’) article,’ ‘A Question of Loyalty’ (The Ricardian,  v01.  7  (1987), pp.401-413),
does not appear in the bibliography; nor  does  a paper of mine, which  I  would be
loath to mention were it not for the  book’s  final sentences: ‘Richard’s fate
illustrates once again how incapable were late medieval English kings of resisting
the will of their subje_cts. It demonstrates the power of principles to determine
political events. And it was their version of Richard  that  prevailed.’ The paper,
‘1485 and All  That’, is in  Richard  III.  Loyalty, Lordship and  Law, edited P. W.
Hammond (1986), pages  172- 210.

No doubt Dr. Hicks ignored‘ 1485 and All  That’ because he has chosen not
to  deal  with Bosworth in his book.  This  is consistent with his theme  that  the
mythic Richard was in place by 1484. Essentially, therefore, the book is about
1483: two long chapters out of six. Discussion of the usurpation and its aftermath
is preéeded by two chapters, one on  ‘The  Nature of  Politics’, the other on  ‘The
Ma_king of the Man’. The omission of Bosworth is not what makes the book
curious, nor (for that ma_tter) is the altogether too desultory description of
fifteenth- -century politics in the first chapter; it is the author’s half- hearted
attempt to demonstrate  a  disjuncture between the mythical and the real Richard
which makes this book odd. Dr. Hicks IS far too honest a scholar to deny his own
work — twenty-three of his invaluable articles are now handsomely and handily
collected 1n his  Richard  III and his  Rivals  (The Hambledon Press, 1991) —  and it
is he who has incontrovertibly shewn us what an outrageous scoundrel  m  the
14705  Richard of Gloucester was. Richard treated Anne, Countess of Warwick,
Elizabeth, Countess of Oxford, and George, Duke of Clarence, with about as
much feeling as a bank repossessing a  defaulting householder and with much less
legal (let alone any other) justification. It is Dr.  Hicks  himself who has in the past
made no bones about Richard’s boar-headed pursuit of private interest; he
continues in the  same vein  here, especially with regard to the judicial murder of
Clarence (p.98):

Not only 'did Richard attend the crucial planning meetings late  in  1477, but he also  '
bénefitted more than anyone  else  from the spoils of his brother’s  destruction. These
came  not just after his fall, but before it.  Those grants  that  antedate  Clarence’s
death  but follow his condemnation were merely in bad  taste, but others, such as the
lordship of Ogmore in  Wales, that were made even before Clarence was put on trial,
depended for their implementation on his destruction.  Here  the documentary
evidence is conclusive.

Richard may have  had and used  a  persuasive charm in northern politics (pp.54- 5),
but he was ignorant of any concept  of chivalry, as Dr. Hicks suspects in  a
perceptive (and arresting) insight: ‘It was an unusual chivalric  hero  that never
jousted’.  Moreover, when it came to the crunch of spring 1483 Richard put
private interestlbefore public duty (pp.164-5): the boar did not break its habit.

‘  On  1483 itself  Dr. Hicks is intriguing; some  of this  reader’s  bafflement was
caused by confusion, as first  ‘The  Case  for the Prosecution’ is  put, then  ‘The  Star
Witness [Dominic Mancini]’ appears, followed by ‘The Case  for the  'Defence’;
thereafter, but sandwiched between .‘The Contempofary Verdict’ and  ‘The
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Verdict  of History’, comes ‘Cross  Examination’.  Still, there are gains. Dr. Hicks
has fresh and thought-provoking commeqtary on the handing over of Richard of
York on 16 June, the timing of the execution of Rivers and Grey on 25 June, and
Richard’s usurping intentions. The latter are put firmly back to April  1483; here
is the chilly clarity for Ricardians (p 111).

Richard’s usurpation was planned as early as April. He lacked a title acceptable to
contemporary conventions and deposed  a  king for  whom  there was universal
support. He seized the crown not from principle and concern for common weal, but
for his own personal advantage. He may well  have  believed his own propaganda .
that he was the man  best  suited to rule, for we  must  not underestimate his capacity
for self- dqception. And he was indeed the dissimilator, manipulator and
propagandist presented by More and  Shakespeare.

There IS no nuancing in this judgement.  Rightly, I believe. There are, of course,
numerous unresolved riddles  about  the behaviour of Richard and the rest
between April and September 1483, Dr. Hicks, fo_r exampl_e  (pp.  93-4), even
allows  some  political weight to a revelation of the précontyact in the second half
of June:  ‘There  IS a strong case here for supposing that the precontract story was
believed, that  it did shock  those  who heard of it and was initially acceptgd as
grounds for deposition.  Yet, the greatest mystery remains and perhaps, as it is a
family‘mystery, will always remain: why did Edward allow Richard so much and
give George so little? To say that all  three  brothers were ‘egotists’, which is Dr.
Hicks’ characterization of Richard, does not get us further along. We would be
better off being old-fashioned and coming right out with it: the Yorkists were a
rum, wild, and. bad bunch.

COLIN RICHMOND

THE  BOOK  OF  MEMORY. A STUDY  OF  MEMORY  IN  MEDIEVAL
CULTURE.  Mary J. Carruthers. 1990. Cambridge University Press, £40.

Only a mnemonic magician would be able to recall all that he has read in this
book. There is too much information  (memoria  brevitate gaudet!) and it is too
disorganised. Its  text  should have been more rigorously edited: sentences are
often too long and involved, containing superfluous personal interjections; the
many added Greek and Latin words are not always necessary and distract the
reader by their arbitrary use of  tense  and declension; the too-frequent and never
quite consistent use of double quotes, brackets and italics is visually confusing
and makes it  more  difficult to concentrate on the actual meaning of the text. One
can only commiserate with the author on the printing errors inevitably left in the
Latin words and quotations. There is no doubt  that  this book deserved footnotes
instead of endnotes and that it should have had its illustrations 1n their rightful
place, not thrown together as if they are not important. All this may mean  that
the  book, however scholarly and stimulating, will be unread by people who mlght
have found it highly interesting.
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This study is about educated memory, its sources are learned, mainly Latin
works from the fourth to the fourteenth centuries. The  author  is keen to
emphasise  that  ‘books’ and ‘memory’ are not incompatible and that in ancient
and medieval  times  the act of writing was not thought to supplant memory. We
are introduced to the subject by a description of the working methods of St.
Thomas  Aquinas. His  ‘torrential’ dictating, sometimes simultaneously to several
scribes, as though reading from a book already in existence, can only be
explained by a memory so trained and a concentration so deep as to be almost
beyond our understanding. Memory was seen as the crucial, though practical,
part of the art of rhetoric, and an integral part of the virtue of prudence, the basis
of good judgment.

Chapter one discusses the many metaphors and images that illustrate the
various aspects and stages of the process of memorising and recollecting:  a
written surface, a wax-tablet stamped with  a  visual  image, a  storage room, a bee-
hive, travelling-box, money-pouch or building with rooms, all showing how the
material in  one’s memory can be organised and returned to. Finally there is the
popular image of the  area, the  chest for  books, in which  one’s  memory is kept
safe. It came to be associated with the Ark of Noah, the  arca  sapientiae,
constructed according to  one’s  ability.

In the second chapter are explained the physical and mental workings of
memory, the actual processes of storing and re-calling. The author stresses the
importance attached to filing things in one’s memory with the help of emotional,
personal and affective images. Forgetting something was considered to be caused
by faulty storing, failing to connect  images  correctly so that the one did not lead
naturally to the  next, or not making them distinct enough to recall them
separately. The  best  known scheme of memory is here explained in detail. The
author calls it the ‘architectural mnemonic’; it involves imagining a familiar,
spacious building with various rooms in which one can  ‘place’ persons  or objects
in the correct order to memorise, for instance, the parts of a speech.

The next section of the book deals with three medieval  systems  and
especially with the one devised by Thomas  Bradwardine, giving examples of the
extraordinary, wonderful and ugly images  that  he  advised  using. Many of these
are connected to the word or syllable they should remind one of by puns, e.g.  an
eel  (anguilla) for  Anglia.

‘Memory and the Ethics of Reading’ among other things makes one  realise
how crucial memory was in an age when people could not possess or keep every
book they needed, and how much theory, knowledge and information was spread
and received orally.  There  is  a  fascinating section on silent and audible reading —-
introduced by the famous scene of St. Ambrose reading noiselessly —  and the
theory is advanced that silent reading served a different purpose, was much  more
concentrated, meditative and beneficent to memory.

Interesting to authors of any period is the discussion of medieval views of the
creative process. How composition starts with memorised reading; the author
seen as a bee collecting material from his existing store; how mental digestion is
similar to physical. There is so much information here, so many diverse facts, that
it is not surprising that the author has not always succeeded in organising it
comprehensibly and fails to lead the reader easily from one subject to another.
Mention is  made  of an attractive theory —— put forward by St. Jerome among
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others  —  ‘that  there is no point in reading if one does not also compose and
write’, because composition is the process by which we ruminate, digest and
really master what we  have  read.  This  process was seen as including a  ‘pre-
rational’ stage  in which we judge emotionally and intuitively; this stage could
(and can) be paralyzing to other  activities.

Chapter seven, ‘Memory and the  Book’ shows that pictures were meant to
assist  memory, to merely represent  not be the objects they referred to and that
idolatry thus should be impossible. The picture and the word were the two ‘gates’
to memory. Punctuation, rubrication and decoration were an essential part of the
text, and intended to assist the reader in memorising it even more than

understanding it.
Mary Carruthers’s study needs and merits studying. One realises how

fundamental and all-pervading memory and memory-training were to all forms
of ancient and medieval learning, and that we need to know about their role.  I  do

not doubt that this book is  a  treasure  house, a  magnificent garden, full of varied

and rich flowers; its only drawback is that it needs very clever and persistent bees
to collect all its nectar.  I  fear my progress has not risen  above  that of the busy and
erratic bumble-bee.

LIVIA VISSER-FUCHS

KING  AND  COUNTRY: ENGLAND  AND  WALES  IN THE  FIFTEENTH
CENTURY.  Ralph A. Griffiths, 1991.  Hambledon  Press, London, £36.

Members of the Society may buy this book at £20 direct from the publisher,
Hambledon Press, 102 Gloucester Avenue, London NW1 8HX.

The word ‘magisterial’ is never far away when fifteenth-century historians
discuss  the work of Ralph Griffiths:  a  clear favourite among reviewers of his
famous account of the reign of Henry VI, it applies equally well to this new
collection of twenty-one of his most important articles. The breadth of interest
and achievement represented in these essays and the  volume  of source material in
their footnotes — primary and secondary, printed and unprinted, Welsh, English
and North-American —— almost put one in mind of the inscription on the statue of
Ozymandias:  ‘gaze  on my works, ye  mighty, and despair’. Yet it is all too
obviously not despair, but rather something of his own excitement which
Professor Griffiths has inspired in historians of the period: the forty-year-old
revival of interest in  this  turbulent century shows no signs of abating and this is
due, in no small part, to the energetic lead which he, and others of his generation,
have given. Apart from being a valuable compendium of widely-scattered
material, this  book  provides  a  good opportunity to examine the nature and
development of Griffiths’ vision and his method.

In a short introduction, Griffiths introduces the reader to some of the
themes which dominate the ensuing essays. Chief among them  is the relationship
between centre and locality —  not as an abstract concept, but in its practical
aspects: how was central power realised locally? By whom? For what reasons?
How did fifteenth-century men and women regard the king’s administration,
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which directed and disrupted their lives, took their money, but provided the
means of reward and advancement? It was through the history of southern Wales
that Griffiths  first  began to tackle these problems and this introduces  a  second
theme, which bears  upon  the first: the relationship between England and the
disparate territories  —  most fully in this  book, of course, Wales, but also Ireland,
Gascony, Calais and-parts of northern France  —  subject to its rule. Over the
matrix of centre and locality is laid a new series of considerations; nationality,
jurisdiction,‘ language, communication and so on. Familiar issues
re-emerge:  most  notably, how a balance was struck between the interests of
English ro_ya1 government and its intimate dependence upon local personnel for
the execution of policy and the maintenance of  local  equilibrium.

However, for all his interest in these broader matters, Professor Griffiths
never forgets that- -history is about people. . Local  societies, nations,
administrations, nobilities may have functioned as or'ganisms, butthey were
made up of hundreds of individuals, each with his or her own beliefs and interests.
Griffiths praises  Tout  for dealing with the human aspects of royal bureaucracy,
but he goes 'much further, examining the lives of all manner of men and women:
an English administrator in post-Glyndwr Wales, a Welsh squire with an eye to
the opportunities provided by ineffective royal government, a  royal duke caught
in the climacteric of 1450, a  parvenu  duchess with a  taste for the black arts. These
are believable portraits in themselves, but they also add another element to our
understanding of politics and society: within the larger frameworks of authority,
amid the sound and fury of local, national or international politics, there was
another order of concern and experience — familial and personal.

These  central themes emerge in virtually all the articles included in this
collection, despite their differing subject-matter. Although the  essays are not
printed in any particular order, they can be broken up into groups. Wales provides
the topic for about a third of them. With the exception of a breezy and sympathetic
piece on Henry Tudor, these represent  some of Griffiths’ earliest work and, in my
opinion, some of his best. The two studies of the rise of Gruffydd ap Nicholas in the
declining years of Lancaster provide a  vivid  and thought-provoking account of the
interplay of local and national politics in Wales. The examination of office-holding
in the principality (no.9), complemented by the account of the response of crown
officers to the landing of Richard of York in 1450, shows something like the
household- centred  ‘lqnd policy’ which David Morgan identified m  14705  England
to have been present in Wales a generation earlier.

Rather more than a third of the  essays focus on central politics.  Most  of
these are thematic, dealing with Issues of attltude and perception: the well- known
piece on the  ‘Sense  of Dynasty’ in Henry VI’s  reign; a newer item on the rise and
fall of  a  ‘royal  family’ in the later middle ages; a  survey of relations between the
king, his ‘dominions’ and their subjects; an exploration of late medieval
bureaucracy. There is one new institutional study:  a treatment  of the ‘court’,
which sets out to provide  a  definition of this nebulous phenomenon and, rather
vaguely, to counter the Morgan-Starkey thesis that there .were significant
changes in the institution in the later fifteenth century. It is, perhaps, inhis
handling of  issues  of this kind that Griffiths is least successful. The wealth of
information he provides and his proper concern to retain  a  sense of the individual
in areas of debate that have often been dominated by impersonal structures
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makes it difficult to bring together the  specific  and the general in the necessarily
short space of an article.  Sometimes, it is not clear what we are supposed to have
deduced about the larger problem from the detail we  have  been given. On other
occasions, there is room for doubt  that  the conclusions offered have really been

demonstrated from the material presented. Even so, the content is always
valuable in itself and the ideas interesting.

Finally, there are several items dealing with particular episodes and, often —
testimony to Griffiths’ remarkable labour in the archives — particular
documents. These cover a variety of topics. Among the best-known are the
excellent study of the Percy-Neville feud of 1453-4 and the analysis of Richard of
York’s intentions in 1450.

Whilst this volume has little to say about Richard III in particular, it
amounts to a valuable, inviting and comprehensive treatment of the social and
mental world in which he and his subjects moved. Readers of The  Ricardian  may
find much to enjoy.

JOHN  WATTS

GLASS PAINTERS.  S. Brown and D. O’Connor.  1991.  British  Museum  Press,

London, £6.95.  ISBN 0 7141  2050 2.

The  British  Museum Press has recently issued  a  number of booklets on the
subject  of  Medieval Craftsmen, a  worthy attempt to bring medieval craftsmen
and women to the notice of the general public.  This  volume by Sarah Brown and
David O’Connor, copiously illustrated with forty-four colour and forty black
and white illustrations, sets  high standards for others in the series, combining
good scholarly analysis with clear and intelligent exposition. It provides an
excellent and long overdue introduction to glass-painters and glass-painting for
the layman. At the same time, there will be very few scholars who do not learn
something from the  book.

As Brown and O’Connor insist, in the introduction to their work, most

medieval glass-painters languish in obscurity. However, while it is true that
figures  such as John Thornton, the Coventry glass-painter responsible for the
great east window of York Minster, are largely unknown to the general  public,
this  situation is not unique to glass-painters. To contrast Thornton with  Claus
Sluter, is really rather specious. Few, even  amongst medieval  scholars, could

name a single English sculptor of the middle ages, and many would be hard
pressed to  name  any medieval sculptor  besides  Sluter. (Incidentally, this series
itself does nothing to remedy the situation, lumping masons and sculptors
together in a volume by Nicola Coldstream.) And what of the goldsmiths and
silversmiths of the middle  ages, of whose work, once a massively important art
form, only a  tiny percentage has survived? The great  Corpus Vitrearum  Medii
Aevi, (the most recent British  volume  of which is the fine study by T. French and
D. O’Connor on the west windows of York Minster), provides an unrivalled

source of information on surviving windows, the workshops responsible for
them, the techniques employed and the subject matter depicted. The recent
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foundation of a Chair in stained glass studies at the Centre for Medieval Studies
of the University of York  testifies  to the importance attached to the medium.
Scholars of most other medieval media can only look  on, in envy!

If the general public is unfamiliar with medieval glass-painters, this  can be
attributed to  a  variety of factors:  first, the documentary evidence is extremely
patchy, limited in the information it imparts and sometimes confusing; it is only
rather rarely that we are able to attribute surviving windows to named artists
before the sixteenth century. Secondly, iconoclasm (in England in the mid and
later sixteenth century and again in the Commonwealth period) devastated
medieval  glass  and also ensured the virtual  cessation  of the craft as a creative art
form. By this  date there had already been significant changes in the techniques
employed by glass-painters, chiefly in the increasing use of enamel paints.
Thirdly, much medieval glass has decayed, from the effects of corrosion from
weathering (the  high alkaline content of the glass can lead to  a  chemical reaction
with rain water), from paint  losses, the decay of leading, from neglect, or from
removals and poor restorations. The fourth reason is the positioning of much
medieval  glass, often too high for its subject matter to be comfortably read even
when the subjects were familiar to the viewers, which they generally no longer are.
Fifthly, there are considerable difficulties for the layman in understanding the
terminology and techniques of the glass-painter’s craft. Even the conventional
English term  ‘stained  glass’ is something of  a  misnomer: most medieval glass is
coloured right through the material with metallic oxide added to the molten
glass, an important exception being red glass which was  sometimes  produced by
spreading white glass with a thin coat of red on one surface. The technique of
staining parts of a piece of glass yellow, by applying a  liquid solution of silver
nitrate to the exterior surface of white glass, was only discovered in the fourteenth
century. This was an important technical innovation enabling a  single piece of
glass to have two colours on it, whereas in an earlier period the artists had to cut
separate sheets of pot-metal glass to obtain different colours. Coloured glass was
generally imported  into  England during the middle ages: sometimes patrons
interested in quality rather than expense insisted that only foreign glass could be
used. Finally, it is important to know how the windows were made to appreciate
the role of the glass-painter.

In a short first chapter, Brown and O’Connor discuss the origins of the
medieval craft revealing, what was new to me, that the domestic use of glass .was
more common in the Roman Empire than in any other era before the nineteenth
century (can this be true?). Three key developments for the medieval craft of
glass-painting were the use of the blowpipe, the introduction of leading between
different pieces of glass, providing a framework to hold them together, and the
application of paint to the coloured surface. This last development raised the
status of the practitioner to  that  of artist as well as artisan. Together they enabled
stained glass to become a major art form in the middle ages, encouraged in
northern Europe by architectural developments which increased the window
space at the expense of the wall-surface, and by aesthetic theories which placed a
high premium on light; by contrast in Italy, where windows were smaller, mural
paintings were much more dominant and glass-painters never attained the same
status as their northern counterparts.

In  a  chapter entitled ‘Artist, Craftsman, Conservator’, Brown and
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O’Connor ask whether the glass-painter should be regarded as an artist or a
crafts(wo)man, a concern which leads them to discuss the division of labour in
the medieval glass-painting workshop and the function of the medieval glazier.
Such issues are taken further in the next three chapters which examine the role of
the  patron  in commissioning stained glass, the status and organisation of the
workshop and the physical making of a stained glass window. Occasionally the
discussion of materials within these chapters is a little disorganised,-though  this
may reflect  the collaborative nature of this book. As one would  expect, the
authors lay a good deal of stress on English materials, although continental work
is not neglected: particularly interesting is the discussion of a glass-painter’s table
from Girona Cathedral in Catalonia which still preserves designs for ornamental
panels for extant stained glass. ,

The final chapter outlines the radical changes to affect glass-painters in the
sixteenth century. Technical developments in glass-manufacture, glass-painting,
and in workshop techniques, as well as an increasing fluidity of labour, which in
England led to the dominance of Netherlandish glass-painters, dramatically
affected the craft. However, none of these developments had anything like the
impact of the religious changes of the sixteenth century, changes which often
reflected  a  profound hostility to religious imagery and which culminated, in some
parts of Europe, in iconoclasm. In England iconoclasm effectively ended
ecclesiastical glass-painting. Not until the nineteenth century was stained glass
again to play so important  a  part in our churches.

4 .  ' PHILLIP LINDLEY

i

WHO’S  WHO IN  LATE MEDIEVAL ENGLAND 1‘272-1485.  Michael Hicks.
'1991. Shepheard-Walwyn (Publishers) Ltd., London, £21.95.  '

This is part of  a series  of such books covering the whole of the history of England,
and later Britain. It thus conforms to a'formula, as well as covering quite  a long
period. The series is intended for the ‘general reader’ and also for anyone who
needs  a  brief essay putting an important life into political, social or religious
perspective. This book includes in all some 200 biographies and will undoubtedly
be valuable to anyone needing such a  ‘potted’ life. The essays are usually over a
page  in length, more important people frequently have more, and  a  wide range of
types are included, kings, queens, bishops, nobles, poets and mystics. As would
be expected from this author, the  essays are competently and clearly written.
The)?  use the  most  recent research, and the books and articles given for further
reading are well chosen. The book includes genealogical tables for the royal
family and a useful list of ‘Principal  Events’, as well as pictures of some of the
principal people included from a very wide range of sources. There is also a useful
Bibliographical  Note  and a Glossary.

The author admits in his introduction that his selection of people to include
will be controversial. With this one must agree. There is a good spread
chronologically and geographically and no one period seems to  have  a
disproportionate representation, not even the late fifteenth century which might
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be  expected given the author’s area of expertise. He has included all kings but not,
he says, automatically any other group, and here lies one area in which issue can
be taken. There has been a deliberate policy to exclude some (perhaps many) of
those of eminence and to include  ‘representative’ people, those in groups not
hitherto included in such  books  as  this, small landowners or widows for example.
That the study of such people and classes has greatly enriched our understanding
of the  past  is undoubtedly true, but is a book such as this the place to find them?
The hard pressed ‘A’ level student looking for information to help with an essay is
unlikely to want to read about John Hopton, that Suffolk gentleman so well
written about originally by Professor Richmond, but  might  well want to clarify a
reference to the mystic Julian of Norwich and be unable to do so since she has
been omitted. Other omissions are  those for whom not enough material  survives
for  a  full biography, such as William Langland, the author of the well known
poem  Piers  the  Plowman.  Certainly not much is known about William and other
similar omissions, but even a brief explanatory note would be better than
nothing. It would  have  been well worth considering shortening the entries in
order to get  these  and others in.

The question of finding entries in this book brings us to another point on
which issue could be taken with the author, or perhaps the series editor. This is
that  the book is not arranged in alphabetical order but very approximately in
order  of date of birth. This certainly does  make  it possible to browse through the
book getting a  picture of the age, as is claimed in the general editor’s
introduction, but it also makes it  very difficult to find someone without having to
consult the index. The usual idea of  a  Who’s Who is that it is arranged
alphabetically. A picture of an age can surely be better found from a  textbook,
leaving the  Who’s  Who for its proper  purpose  of helping the novice find out more
about a particular person.

Having made these criticisms it must be said that the  book  will undoubtedly
be useful for the school library or for the general reader. Such readers will find
some of what they want, if not all, and will not be led astray by what  they find.
Because of its long time span it does not  cover  the late fifteenth century in great
detail. It would not be a worthwhile purchase for  a  Society member wishing to
sort out the complicated family politics of the Wars of the Roses. It does not set
out to be such a volume, that is in preparation by other authors. Few members
would however not find something worth  reading in this book.

P. W. HAMMOND

A MEDIEVAL BOOK  OF  SEASONS.  Marie Collins and Virginia Davis.  1991.
Sidgwick and Jackson Ltd., London, £14.99. ISBN  0  283  99960  8.

It’s  a  treat to handle  this  very attractive book. It is written for the interested
general reader who, at  school, more  often  than not, was aware only of the ebb and
flow of political, ecclesiastical and warring activities of the few hundreds who
manipulated power.
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Marie Collins and Virginia Davis, both scholars, have produced a lively

mosaic of the inter-related rhythm of seasonal work and play in the fourteenth
and fifteenth centuries, particularly of ordinary folk  about  their daily round.
Indeed, the theme permeating the book is the governance of the seasons. To  some
extent, the  state  had a lesser impact as economic survival was an issue directly
related to the seasonal produce of the land.

The introduction is excellent, drawing together  the major themes of the
times, the influence of the church on the order of the  day, whether it be farming,

religious and worldly feasts and festivals. In fact, the following chapters on each
season are not so successful in holding one’s  interest. The  text  is over rich with
selected items of non-related information; all fascinating but  a  little  tedious
despite skilled writing.

The seasons were thought of as  divisions  of the year reflecting nature’s major
farming periods; new growth, blossoming, fruition and decline. Keeping fed,
keeping warm, keeping housed  were constant pressures on all. The contrariness
of fortune; illness, accidents, childbirth, wars  —  all contributed to the hazards of

surviving whatever the individual social status. Perhaps due to the devastating
effect of the Black  Death  (more than one third of the population died during this
period), there was a greater concern for religious observance that contributed to
the huge demand for  Books  of Hours, not only by the wealthy. Apart from the
pious text, there was frequently an illustrated calendar depicting the rural labour
of the month, emphasising the essential round of daily chores needed for
economic survival. The  text  is fluent and full of snippets of information that are
not normally available to the average reader:

March was the month for the first ploughing .  . .  the experience of successive
generations of peasants had developed an efficient way of distributing seed:  a  box
called a  ‘seed  lip’ was hung around the  sower’s  neck and from it he scattered
handfuls of  seeds. A description in one  Book  of Husbandry suggests  a  sort of rolling
gait — when the right foot was in front a handful of  seeds  was taken from the seed
lip, when the left  foot  was in front the  seed was scattered.

Complementing the  text, the illustrations are drawn from the  Books  of Hours,
etc., and bearing in mind the reasonable price of £14.99, are of good quality albeit
a  little ‘muddy’ in detail.  They depict everyday working life; the peasant carrying
Gilt  the full range of husbandry duties or the more wealthy persons sporting and
p  aymg.

Recommended for  those  who like their history reading easy to absorb.
SHIRLEY SELL

RICHARD  111 AND HIS  RIVALS: Magnates  and  their Motives  in the  Wars  of
the  Roses.  Michael Hicks.  1991.  Hambledon Press, 102 Gloucester Avenue,

Loglglon  NW1 8HX, £36.  Members may buy this  book  for £20 direct from the
pu lsher.

The Hambledon  Press  has for several years now been providing a useful service in
bringing together the scattered articles of historians, an exceptionally useful
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service where such papers haVe appeared in the less accessible journals.  This  latest
volume fits the mould though it is perhaps unusual in two respects, namely the
inclusion of five new pieces in what is essentially a reprinting exercise and in
undertaking to reproduce the work of  a  younger scholar at this stage in his career.
Still, the seventeen articles reproduced here are a reminder of how prolific Dr.
Michael Hicks has been since his first article appeared in  1977  and since this
represents only a  selection of his published articles and there are more on the way,
Hambledon will perhaps complete the job at  a  later date with a further volume.

Dr. Hicks’s  Introduction  is autobiographical  —  indeed it is remarkable as
such for the revelations it contains about the author himself. 'He describes  1979-
80 as his first  anrius mirabilis  and though he does not admit to a second, 1990-91
must  surely qualify with the appearance of this  volume, a biography of Richard
III, his directory, Who’s -Who  in the  Later Middle  Ages,  a  collection of essays
under his editorship and some half  dozen  articles. It is a little hard to accept the
lamentation about  jobs  that have kept him down and ‘curtailed my original
work’. The job is surely the enabling factor in his scholastic output and indeed
five of the pieces here printed have been the direct result of support from King
Alfred’s  College, Winchester. Dr. Hicks knoWs well the extent to which- the
profession has suffered great losses through job cuts and he has certainly been
among the  most  fortunate in enjoying permanent employment.l

George, Duke of Clarence, the Hungerfords, the fourth Percy Earl of
Northumberland and Richard III form thé chief components of the Hicks
academic wa'rdrobe. Clarence was his first major book and spawned subsequent
articles. The Hungerfords have received less unified treatment. Five of his eight
articles on that family, concentrating largely on its pious activity and drawing
heavily on a surviving cartulary, are reprinted here. It is good to have them
together though it is a pity that some have been left out and for some curious
reason they are scattered in the volume. Reading them in sequence makes one
think that possibly the material would have been sufficient for Hicks to have
written a book on this excellent example of late medieval lay piety, a subject that
has attracted much interest in recent years and which still lacks a coherent family
study. '.
'  Dr.  Hicks’s  work on Richard III has grown  both  from his original research

on the  latter’s  brother and from that on the Percys and it is familiar to members of
the Society though only one of his many contributions to this jounial is
reproduced ’hgre. The use of Richard III in the title to this book is  not, however,
entirely happ'y. Hicks honestly declares of the King that ‘he is seldom the focus’
(p.xiv) and indeed he is not, as a straight reading of the Hungerford articles
immediately shows, but the dustwrapper'proclaims ‘Richard III is undoubtedly
the dominant personality in this collection’.  Hambledon  perhaps forced the issue,
doubtless on sound commercial grounds but it is likely to lead to confusion since
Dr. Hicks has this year produced a book which is about Richard III. His
Borthwick paper on Richard, Duke of Gloucester is here accompanied by a short
final'assessment of British Library manuscript Cotton Julius  B  xii -— now
definitively described as _a cartulary — upon which the former was based and is at
the same time  a  defence of criticisms which have been made of the author’s
interpretation.  Though  the Borthwick Paper precedes this in the collection,
readers would be well advised to absorb the update first.
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Like all post-McFarlane students of the nobility, Dr. Hicks has had his
brush with affinities. In his  Introduction  here he promises a new book on bastard
feudalism. In fact  this  collection begins with  a  foretaste of that volume and
indeed it will be interesting to see how Hicks begins his monograph since the piece
reads like an obvious opening chapter.  It is  a  clear and full synthesis of the  state of
the art, an up to date survey of the main developments in the  field, one which the
present writer has already recommended to students as an introduction to the
whole subject. Hicks has evidently despaired of that field ‘developing apace  and
not in directions of which I could  approve’ (p.xii) and the message of this
introduction  —  that  historians disagree, coupled with an admission that it is ‘an
essay that has criticised everyone’ (p.35) will leave the reader unclear about the
Hicks’s contribution to the debate. On the  same theme, this volume contains an

interesting new  angle  on  that  most famous of retinues —— the affinity of William
Lord Hastings. The author argues strongly that Hastings used his indentures of
retaining as an exceptional type of contract in an area where he did not have lands
or heritable interests but only a stewardship of Tutbury for life. By contrast he
did not resort to such retainders in his own heartlands and the affinity identified
by the sixty-nine surviving contracts served not Hastings but Edward IV, for it
stopped other lords retaining in  that  region. Perhaps we will not have long to wait
for the author’s view of the whole question and that will help to set these pieces in
their proper context.

At  a  number of points in his work Dr. Hicks expresses concern about
conclusions based on rather tenuous evidence and urges that historians ‘write
about what we know’ rather than  ‘what  we do  not’ (p.40).  Nevertheless he has
developed a sympathy for notions of idealism — in terms of allegiance, loyalty or
salvation — overriding the more material considerations.  These  thoughts are
explored both narrowly in a reassessment of the actions of Henry Beaufort, Duke
of Somerset whom he sees as motivated in the final  analysis  by loyalty to the
Lancastrian cause and in a new and more general  essay on the subject of idealism.
The evidential problem is huge but it is surely important not to brush aside all
considerations of purer motives as determinants of the actions of  late  medieval
people. Perhaps there is another book in the making here?

1.  Profit, Piely am! The  Professions  in  Later  Medieval  England,  ed.  Michael  A.  Hicks, Gloucester  I990.  p.xi.

ROWENA E. ARCHER
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Contributions are welcomed on any subject  relevant  to the  aims  of the Society.  These  may
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page—or in placing an insert should  contact  the Editor. (Classified advertisements  should
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Enfield Cloisters, Fanshaw  Street, London N1  6LD, by 30 June. Articles should be sent
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RICHARD  III AND  YORKIST HISTORY TRUST

YORK HOUSE BOOKS
1461  -  1490

Edited  .by Lorraine Attreed

The  York  House Books  are  some  of  the. most  imponant documents found infinglish town
archives.  This new edition is the  first ever  complete  transcript of  books  1-6 of this  valuable
source, together  with a. full introduction and  much  additional  material  from the  York
archives.

All aspects of medieval town life are  illustrated, royal  visits, proclamations, political
events  in the Wars of the  Roses, local  bye-laws  and craft regulations, and  arrangements  for the
performances  of the York  mystery plays.

The House  Books also present  an  unparalleled  View of Richard  Duke  of  Gloucester,
York’s  greatest  patron, both  before  and  after  his  accession  to the  throne.

Two  volumes. Illustrated.  800  pages.

Special  price  to Members of the Richard III  Society.  £40 the  set. £25 the  volume, including
p.&p.  from  Miss  A. Smith, 14 Lincoln  Rd., Guildford, Surrey GU2  6T].  Cheques to be
payable  to Richard 111  Society.  Overseas Members to add 10% for  postage.

£75 the set only, including p.&p.  to Non-Members, from Alan Sutton Publishing Ltd.,
Phoenix Mill, Far Thrupp, Stroud, Glos.  GL5  ZBU. Cheques  to be payable to Alan Sutton
Publishing Limited.
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